
   

 

TOWN OVERVIEW – WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
 
Motorway   J21 M5 
OS grid ref  ST320613 
Population   76,143   
Post code  BS22-24 
Dialing Code  01934 
Unitary Authority North Somerset 
UK Parliament  Woodspring 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   John Penrose (Conservative) 
 
Location 
Weston-super-Mare is a seaside resort located on the Bristol Channel coast, 18 miles 
(29km) south west of Bristol. Bristol Airport is only 10miles away at Lusgate. 
 
History 
‘Weston’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon for the west tun or settlement. ‘Super Mare’ is Latin 
for “upon sea” and was added to distinguish it from the many other settlements named 
Weston. Although prior to 1348 it was known as Weston-Juxta-Mare; then known purely as 
Weston and in 1610 was recorded as Weston on the More; mor being the Welsh for sea. 
 
Although there is evidence in the local area of occupation since the Iron Age, it was still a 
small village of around 30 houses until the 19th century when it became a seaside resort. 
One of these houses was ‘The Old Thatched Cottage’ restaurant on the seafront built 1774; 
forming part of a wealthy Revd’s summer cottage. 
 
The Victorian era seaside boom saw the building of the first hotel in 1808 called Reeves 
Hotel (now the Royal Hotel), and the opening of the railway in 1841. Most of the houses built 
in the Victorian era are built from stone and influenced by local architect Hans Price. 
 
Since the downturn in UK holidays in the 1970’s and cheap foreign holidays; Weston 
suffered as local aero industries also closed in the town. However there has been a 
significant revival of fortunes in recent years with major redevelopment with a new £51m pier 
together with a £34m redevelopment of the promenade. 
 
Employers 
Two of the largest employers are the local council and Weston College; which has recently 
started offering university degrees. 
 
Telecommunications 
In 1885, the first transatlantic telegraph cable was brought ashore in Weston by the 
Commercial Cable Company. In 1897 Guglielmo Marconi the inventor of wireless telegraphy, 
succssfully transmitted radio signals across the Bristol Channel from Penarth nr Cardiff. 
Today, Weston-super-Mare is one of the best places in Somerset to get the latest superfast 
broadband. 
 
Not a lot of people know that……….. 
The tidal rise and fall in the Severn Estuary and Bristol Channel can be as great as 49ft 
(15m) second only to Bay of Fundy in Canada. 
 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel and his family lived in Weston at Swiss Villa. 
 
Monty Python actor John Cleese was born in the town. 


